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David
honoured
Muriel's
passmg

HE death of David's

wife Muried helped in-

spire ope of the stata’y
leading philanthroptsts to do-
rate to the eauee of medical re-
search

David Cunn was bom to
Ron and Bkt his father 2 mar-
ine engineer.

With the outhreak of war
Ron, who was a reservist,
Jained tho Navy, and the fum
iy moved 10 Melbourne to be
with him. David became in-
ured to shifting fo new schoals
Ata school in lvanhoe, he was
handed a glate board and chalk
where previously be had grid-
untod to pens and inkweldls.

In the 19508, David jomed
the Lon Weapons Es-
nbhﬁmsm worked on
the Canberra bombers’ release
mechanizm at Woomera

He worked In various en-
gineering jobs, Including ut the
University of Adelaide, while
trying to complete his degree.

He had mat his wife Muriel,
ateaches, atx table tennis club,
but when she contracted poeu-
memia, he shelved his study
prlar to look after her.

When she recovered, the
two headed off for Britain in
the search of work and adven-
ture.

They lived in poverty m
Earl's Court In London until
Muriel was offered o teaching
position at a school in Edin-

David was token on as a
maths teacher on the strength
of his engtineering studies

He also promoted
the cause of
philanthropy to the
wider community

When they retumed to
London in 1965, they again
searched frurtlessly for worth-
while employment.

One day they were caught
in slect and took shelter at the
entrance 1o Conndd House
They went Inside for the
warmth and soon found them-
selves being  offered  emi-
gration to Canadie

For the next seven yoam,
they Hved and worked (n Mon-
treal While they loved the life-
style, the harsh winters - ane
year, instead of shovelllng
mow from the
David had to shovel snow from
their room -~ convinced them
1o return to Australia,

In Canada, David had been
introduced to spray-on poly
urethane foam as a new form
of insulation on an engineer-
Ing project. and decided that it
could be adapted for use here.

They established thetr busi-
ness in Parafield Gardens
David was forced to take extra
jobs and had to use the local
pay phone to arrange business

He finally won industry en-
dorsement when Yalumba
hired him to (nsulate a wine
storage warehouse. Soon all
the winerles wanted the new
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material, while a successiul
trial at the Lenswood Cald
Stores opened up a new mars
ket in froit storage.

The Gunms pl
However, in 1980, Mariel was
dingnosed with brain cancer
und died after o short (lness

David decided to set up the
Muriel Gunn Medical Re-
search Trust Pund and dona-
tions began flowing to the
cawse of neurological research.

While David was modest

Education: Liniversity of
Adelaide

Achlevements: Successful
entrepranewr, major donoeto. |
medical ressarch inSA
Family: David and Muriet had
nochildren

about his efforts, sayving he
simply asked his accountant
how much money was avail-
able each year, his decisions on
donations were carefully tar-
geted across research institu-
tons in SA.

He was up to speed on re-
search and also promoted the
cause of philanthropy to the
wider community,

In particular, he felt that
privite Individuals and com-
panies had an important role

to play in supporting good
causes, and that big and pros-
perous Australian companies
should dedicate i glice of their
profits each year, whether

their particular interest luy in |

supporting the urts or science.

In all, David donated well
over $2 million to
rescarch, with specific gifts in-
cluding $500,000 for a neyro-
surgical microscope at Flinders
Medicul Centre and grants to
many orgunisations, notably $1
million to the SA Health and
Medical Research Institute

Other beneficiaries include
the NeuwroSurgical Kesearch
Foundation, the Queen Eliza-
beth Hospitul Research Fund,
the Australian Brain Foun-
dation, the Bone Marrow Reg-
istry und the Hanson Centre
for Brain Research,

It is understood that the
bulk of his considerable for-
tune will also go to SAHMRIL
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